
Why does American 
multicultural folk 

music matter?

What is folk 
music?

What are the 
different types of 
folk music and 

how is folk music 
used?

How is folk 
music relevant 

today?

Is Happy Birthday 
a folk song?

Are those same 
concepts important 
in classical music?

Is commercial 
music folk music?

What musical concepts 
are important in folk 

music?

How are sea 
shanties use to lift 

weight?

What is the 
song about?

How are sea 
shanties used to 
turn a capstan

What does the 
song say about its 

topic?
How is the pitch 

changed when playing 
a wash-basin bass?

What are the instruments 
traditionally used in 
Appalachian music?

What are the instruments 
traditionally used in 

Hawaiian music?

How do music, 
dance, and text, 

relate to the story

How are these songs 
used to unite a 

group of people?

What method was 
used to learn these 

songs?

What are the 
components to a 

folk song?

What is the culture 
of our school?

What instruments 
should we use in 
our folk song?

How would we 
use a folk song?

American Multicultural Folk Music
EU: Recognition and Exploration of American Folk Music Raises Awareness of Multicultural Experience

National Standards for Music Ecuation: 1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

5. Reading and notating music.

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7. Evaluating music and music performances.

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.


